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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). Tine drawings must slnow 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the opening and 
closure abutments (lugs), flanges, slots, orifices, hollow tubes, and catches must be 
shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 



Application/Control Number: 10/580,370 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3728 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragrapli, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the lid-forming body" in line 7. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences betw/een the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

6. Claims 1,2, 8-10, and 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Knoblauch (US Patent 6,024,218) in view of Wong (2005/0061815). 

With respect to claim 1, figures 1-5 of Knoblauch teaches a stowage device (see 
figure 1 ) for stowing tools O, substantially in the shape of a parallelepiped, and 
comprising at least two bodies fastened together via at least two fastening points (outer 
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points along the pivot axis A), one of tlie two bodies forming a lid 2 and being mounted 
to pivot about a pivot axis A for opening the device, the two fastening points belonging 
to the pivot axis A of the lid-forming body, the other body forming a complementary 
body 1 that is complementary to the lid-forming body, and the stowage device being 
characterized in that the lid-forming body is provided with means suitable for receiving 
tools (see the holder 3). Knoblauch does not teach the lid is provided with a protuberant 
portion at one of its ends for triggering pivoting of the lid by pressing on the protuberant 
portion. However, figures 1 and 2 of Wong teach a lid 20 that is provided with a 
protuberant portion 100 at one of its ends for triggering pivoting of the lid by pressing on 
the protuberant portion. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the lid of Knoblauch by 
incorporating a protuberant portion, as taught by Wong, to allow the lid to be easer 
pivoting and opening of the lid. 

With respect to claim 2, figure 1 of Knoblauch teaches the lid-forming body is 
provided with a plurality of fastening elements (see the holder 3) that are secured to the 
inside face of the body, and that serve for fastening the tools. 

With respect to claim 8, figure 5 of Knoblauch teaches the fastening points 
consist of two flanges 5 on the lid-forming body, which flanges are inserted into two 
slots 7a in the complementary body. 

With respect to claim 9, figure 1 of Knoblauch teaches the complementary body 
is provided with a plurality of small-diameter orifices (see holder 3). 
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With respect to claim 10, figure 1 of Knoblauch teaches the fastening elements 
consist of a plurality of hollow tubes (see holder 3), each of which serves to receive at 
least one tool. 

With respect to claim 12, Wong teaches the two bodies (10 and 20) are made of 
a plastics material (see [0023], lines 1-6). 

With respect to claim 13, the combination of Knoblauch and Wong discloses the 
claimed invention except the complementary body and the lid present two colors that 
are different from each other. It would have been an obvious matter of design choice to 
modify the color of the device, since applicant has not disclosed that color of the device 
solves any stated problem or is for any particular purpose and it appears that the 
invention would perform equally as well with any color. 

7. Claims 3-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Knoblauch (US Patent 6,024,218) in view of Wong (2005/0061815) as applied to claim 
1 above, and further in view of Frick (US Patent 5,984,093). 

With respect to claim 3, the combination of Knoblauch and Wong does not teach 
the device being provided with at least one opening abutment and at least one closure 
abutment for the lid-forming body. However, figure 2 of Frick teaches a device 1 that 
comprises opening abutments 420 and closure abutments 120. When there is a design 
need or market pressure to solve a problem and there are a finite number of identified, 
predictable solutions, a person of ordinary skill has good reason to pursue the known 
options within his or her technical grasp. If this leads to the anticipated success, it is 
likely the product not of innovation but of ordinary skill and common sense. Therefore, it 
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would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the device of Knoblauch by incorporating the opening and closure 
abutments, as taught by Frick, to allow the lid to lock in place when closed. 

With respect to claim 4, Frick teaches the opening abutment fastens to the 
closure abutment. 

With respect to claim 5, figure 2 of Frick teaches the closure abutment is 
constituted by two lugs on the complementary body. 

With respect to claim 6, figure 2 of Frick teaches the two lugs are constituted by 
an inside lip extending over the length of one of the small sides. 

With respect to claim 7, the combination of Knoblauch, Wong, and Frick 
discloses the claimed invention except for the shape of the complementary body. It 
would have been an obvious matter of design choice to make the different portions of 
the complementary body of whatever form or shape was desired or expedient. A 
change in form or shape is generally recognized as being within the level of ordinary 
skill in the art, absent any showing of unexpected results. In re Dailey et al., 149 USPQ 
47. 

8. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Knoblauch (US Patent 6,024,218) in view of Wong (2005/0061815) as applied to claim 
1 above, and further in view of Germano (US Patent 6,1 13,202). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , the combination of Knoblauch and Wong does not 
teach the lid is provided with at least two catches extending perpendicularly to its plane 
face, so as to come into contact with at least one tool. However figure 1 of Germano 
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teaches a device 10 comprising catches 24 extending perpendicularly to its plane face 
that hold tools. When there is a design need or market pressure to solve a problem and 
there are a finite number of identified, predictable solutions, a person of ordinary skill 
has good reason to pursue the known options within his or her technical grasp. If this 
leads to the anticipated success, it is likely the product not of innovation but of ordinary 
skill and common sense. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the device of Knoblauch by 
incorporating catches, as taught by Germano, to allow the device to hold a variety of 
tools. 

9. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Knoblauch (US Patent 6,024,218) in view of Wong (2005/0061815) as applied to claim 
1 above, and further in view of Brunson et al. (US 2006/0070900). 

With respect to claim 14, the combination of Knoblauch and Wong does not 
teach a housing with an opening/closure system that contains a plurality of stowage 
devices. However, figure 2 of Brunson et al. teaches a housing 10 with an 
opening/closure system that contains a plurality of stowage devices (50, 52, and 54). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at the time the 
invention was made to store a plurality of stowage devices In a housing, as taught by 
Brunson et al., to provide storage space for a plurality of tools. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Shown are devices analogous to applicant's instant invention. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOSE S. STEPHENS III whose telephone number is 
571-270-3797. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on 571-272-4562. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/JILA M MOHAN DESI/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3728 
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09/25/2008 



